| overhauled, the shutters repaired and
the painted tiles stri tof o
Beinn] IEﬂregIl;zg,ou ofthe

Aside from the period features, the
e striking thing about this roomisthe
i f¢'>::_lour—a wonderful moody dark grey
i ﬂlethewalls and woodwork, including
o curved panelled doors. This hue is

€ perfect complement to the marble

surroundand offsets the warm tones of

il the original timber floori i
; , which
' stripped, sealed and stainl:.-fl. A
"'V\'Ie love grey,” Stuart says, “and we'd
originally thoughtabout using this

rk grey in the hallway, but we pai
th_ls room firstand l:henydecidedrt)ciil I?St: 2
alighter shade in the hall that would
complementit. Asta hasa greateye
for col_our. Thisliving room is big, so
sometimes itsabout having the courage
to makea space feel a bit smaller with
colour, asit has to feel cosy too.”
Therich greyis continued into the -
furnishings and is complemented by
the tones of the antique and vintage
wooden pieces, and by the orange
accents thatrange from a deep burnt
huein the pendantlight to the colour-
pop cushions. Looking around, your eye
fallson a vintage Boys’ Brigade drum
thatsnowusedasa TV stand, which
was found in a Leith antique shop.
:see things we like and then figure
‘touse them,” Stuart says. “If
ething, we know it'll work

ident throughout
Inthe

=, i

Clockwise from above: old and new in the
hallway; the bow-ended living room, with
original timber flooring stripped, sealed

and stained; three of the four bedrooms

eh

We see things we like
and then figure out
how to use them. If
we like something,
we know it'll work

somewhere

the wall sconces when the flat was still
abuildingsite, but they had the vision

to see how these pieces would look
here. Likewise, Stuart picked up the oil
portraits hanging in the hallway from
anauction in Dundee. They were £50
each - cheaper than many off-the-shelf
prints—yet they have sucha presencein
this space.

Needless to say given Asta’s
professional life, thekitchenand
bathroomsin this flatare beautiful.
When designing the kitchen, she took
her cue from the colour of theliving
room and carried the dark grey into
the sleek cabinetry featured here,
combining Hacker German furniture
with Silestone Quartz worktops. “T
wanted to have a handleless stylekitchen
which can help to createa clutter-free
look, making it the best choice for small
kitchens where space isata premium,”
she says. Development Direct’s creative
director, Colin Wong, wasalso involved
in the design. “Colin isa master of spatial
layouts and Ialways respected his
opinion,” says Asta. “Hehas helped me
to finalise the look of thiskitchenand as
always he hasdonea great job”

Again, Stuart mixed up the styleby
adding older pieces, like the vintage
scalesand the rustic table, which he
made for this space, combined with
bentwood chairs, while the world map
wall sticker was found on Amazon.

The master en-suite was created from
scratch. Previously there had beenan
archway between this bedroom and an

adjoining space, and Stuart removed this

>~

Several
shades

of grey

Moody hues enhance
Stuart and Asta
Young-Smithis stunning
four-bedroom flat in
Edinburgh's New Town

Words Flona Reid

‘ ‘enever feel
asifweowna
propertyinthe
New Town"
Stuart Young:
Smithsays.
You'rea custodian of a property likethis
and you havetodo your best for it
Stuartis speakingabout the Blisted
four-bedroom Georglan flatat /3
yhton Place in Edinburgh heand
his wife Asta bought in September 2014,

Ithad beenastudent letand
‘everythingwas magnolia”, says Stuart.

These Georgian properties weren't
designedtobe magnolia; they werent
designedtobe boring-quitethe
opposite”

Décor aside, while the interior retained
its period features, they were in poor
condition. Someof the original window
shutters were hanging off and the timber
had startedto rot. Every room needed to
beoverhauled along with new electrics

and plumbinganda new central heating

system.
Astaisadesigner with the Edinburgh
kitchenand bathroom design studio

and reinstated the doorway and period
architraving. The couple createda
generous shower room with large profile
porcelain tiles-from Development
Direct, as throughout-and the £kt
main bathroom echoes this en-suite
with its neutral palette of tilingand
contemporary Vitra fittings. Meanwhile,
rather than trying to make the internal
shower room feel artificially light, the
couple created a luxe feel with dark grey
tiling. As Asta says, usinglarge profile
tiles makes a smaller room like this
appear bigger.
Throughout this interior there’sasense
of “Scottishness”, from the fabrics used
- Astadesigned the tweed upholstered
headboard in the master bedroom -
tothe bunches of heather displayedin
vases and picked from the Lammermuir
Hills. Stuartisn'taverseto filling his car
with tree branches, as he did for thelogs
thatfill the fireplace, or treeroots, ashe
did tocreatethe displayinthehallwuy_—
orashesays, “planks of wood coveredin
gunk, which werejustlyingina fieldat
asalvageyardin Airth”. He broughtthe
timber home, dried and cleaned it,and
then used it to make the bedside tables
for the master bedroom and a few other
pieces.
Before selling, Stuart spenttpreeﬁ sl
months working on the I s .
touches. “Ttwas aboutdoi ¢
rightfor this property,” he




